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Ins ide th is  issue:  

 

     In our present series using the hymn-like expression 

of faith in Philippians 2:6-8,  we recognize Jesus “did 

not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited,” but “being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death—even death on a cross.”  Being found in human 

form led Jesus to humility and attentive listening (as the Greek 

word is defined, though it is generally translated “obedience”). We, 

too, find ourselves in human form and must decide what this 

means.  What does it mean to be human?  What do we do?  As I 

have suggested, if we look to Jesus, it means taking seriously his 

incarnation and what it means for us to be human.  If Jesus models 

being human, we might also begin with humility before, and 

attentive listening to, God.   

As we have worked through a number of Biblical elements 

describing God’s way for being human, we have broached such 

subjects as Truth-telling, Compassion, Forgiveness, Blessing, and 

Justice.  Jesus reminds us that Justice, Compassion (mercy), and 

Truth-telling (Honesty) are weightier matters of the law (or God’s 

way for humans).  As we have delved into these, I feel our society 

does not presently direct me to pay more attention to these 

matters, and yet what seems to be disregard for these subjects 

may be central to our problems today.  Perhaps it is the present 

struggles of our society, and the anxieties that causes, which lead 

me to find this guidance Jesus gives us difficult.  Each of these 

Biblical subjects seem to challenge me in someway in the life I lead.  

I am reminded Christ often seems to be going in a different 

direction than the world around him.  I am challenged to make the 

way God leads us to live life together more important, and the 

relationships we live with more central to my life. 

I wonder why am I so surprised that following Jesus and 

wanting to live according to God’s way is hard.  Though fairy tales 

sometimes suggest we should live happily ever after, we know that 

does not describe real life relationships.  We know that good 

friendships and good marriages take time and work.  Living well 

takes effort.  God is inviting us to use our effort wisely.  While 
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You are invited to the second in the series of Vital Community Conversations, which will take 

place on November 7 at 7 p.m. at the 1912 Center in Moscow.  This gathering will give 

community members a chance to participate in roundtable discussions of the University of 

Idaho’s Common Read book, There There, the first novel by Native American author Tommy 

Orange.  The book closely examines what it means to be a Native American as it tells the story 

of 12 characters living in the area of Oakland, California, 

and the struggles they face.  This conversation will 

follow up on the presentation Tommy Orange will give at 

the UI Pitman Center at 7 p.m. on November 5 as part 

of the University’s Common Read program.   

The Vital Community Conversations series is co-

hosted by First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, and 

United Church.  See Facebook event at https://

tinyurl.com/y2lqsexa 

society or our culture may not always appreciate God’s way, faith helps us see that God’s way 

truly is the way of goodness, joy, and fulfillment.  We do find rewards in following Jesus.  

I wish I didn’t have to write this paragraph.  For the way of Jesus has been sullied by the 

connotations the word Christianity has for far too many people today.  The data seem 

consistent with the argument made by leading scholars that young adults have turned away 

from organized religion because they are repulsed by what they see as hypocrisy, 

judgementalism, and injustice.  Only 49 percent of millennials consider themselves Christian, 

perhaps wondering if being Christian would make them less caring and concerned for other 

people and for our world.  I struggle with how Christians can tout the 10 commandments and 

then not follow them.  And we could point to a number of ways I believe faith leads us that 

seem incommensurate with actions of people who are self-described Christians.  Yet, I believe 

following Christ, as hard as it may seem and as misrepresented as it often is, is the way to 

what is real and to the fullness of life.  Christ is the way, the truth and the life.   

Jesus’ humility and attentive listening to God led him to denounce the misguided religious 

leaders of his day, lamenting, “If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things 

that make for peace!” and predicting Jerusalem’s destruction.  His faithfulness to God’s way 

even led to his crucifixion.  We might expect that if we follow Jesus, we may be swimming 

against the current.  However, I truly believe that following Jesus is the way to life and life 

everlasting no matter what currents we need to face and struggle through, for it will always 

be worth the effort. 

May the peace and grace of Christ be yours, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 
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Stewardship Campaign 2019—Showing God’s Love in Serving Others 

Stewardship season is the time when we think about 

how we will honor God and help support the mission and 

ministry of our church with our time, talents, and treasure 

in the coming year.  Pledges are a way we can respond to 

God’s grace by making a commitment to do God’s work, 

and show his love by serving others in our church and 

beyond in God’s name.  Our pledges also guide our Session 

as they plan our ministry priorities and budget for 2020.  

Salaries for staff, funding for our ministries, upkeep of our 

facility, and the activities we can offer all depend on the 

financial and Time and Talent pledges received.  Your 

pledge will make a difference. 

Congregation members received a letter containing a 

pledge card and a Time and Talent pledge form in the mail.  

Please take a look at the letter and prayerfully consider how 

you will give of your time and resources in the coming year, 

and return your pledges to the church by November 3.  On 

the 3rd in worship, we will dedicate our stewardship gifts to 

the honor of God, and then celebrate our life together at a 

lunch in Fellowship Hall following worship.  Thank you for 

your commitment to honor God and help make our life 

together as a family of faith possible. 

 

Stewardship Celebration Luncheon/Potluck 

Sunday, November 3, following worship 

All are invited to our Stewardship Celebration!  John Farbo will once again prepare his 

delicious tri-tip and pork loin roasts, and we will supply potluck side dishes to go with the main 

course.  Beverages and table service will be provided.  Please bring a potluck dish to share.  

The fellowship team suggests the following (according to first letter of last name): 

A-P - Vegetables, Salads, or Appetizers            Q-Z - Fruit or Desserts 

Check it Out! A New Way to Give 

We now have three ways to give to our church: 

 Mobile Giving - Give to our church using the Tithe.ly app on your phone. 

 Online Giving  - see the “Give” link at our website: http://fpcmoscow.org/ 

 Cash / Check – in the mail or offering plate 

We are using a service and program called Tithe.ly to power our 

online giving and to offer you the choice of using credit, debit, or direct 

bank transfers (ACH).  There is no monthly cost to the church.  There is  

a transaction fee of 30 cents plus up to 3%, depending on the type of 

transaction.  You have the option of including the transaction fees in your donation.  Tithe.ly 

provides email receipts.  You can create an account and log-in at the Tithe.ly website (https://

get.tithe.ly/) to access giving and reporting options.  Please be sure to scroll down and add a 

note in the memo section as to what your donation is for (i.e. pledge, FOON, camperships, 

deacons’ funds, safe church, etc.).  We hope you will check it out and see if it is helpful to you. 

http://fpcmoscow.org/
https://get.tithe.ly/
https://get.tithe.ly/
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DEACONS’ FIRST SUNDAY BENEVOLENCE 

The loose offering on November 3 is designated 

for Christmas for Kids, providing Christmas gifts 

and warm clothing for the children of low-income 

families in Latah County. Each year over 200 

families and at least 600 children are served.  

Please give generously to 

this worthwhile cause.  

The Deacons also 

encourage donations of 

non-perishable food and 

household necessities for 

the Moscow Food Bank, 

either through Give-a-

Meal-a-Month or by 

giving items of your choice.  Monthly menus and 

bags for Give-a-Meal-a-Month may be found in 

the lower chapel room—look for the grocery cart. 

 

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK NOVEMBER 17-23  If you would like to help host our Family 

Promise guests by providing dinner, hosting dinner, spending the night, or working on set up, take 

down, or laundry, please sign up on the board in the narthex or on our Signup Genius page: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daaad22aaf94-family16 

 

CAROL RENFREW CIRCLE will meet for Bible study and fellowship at 1:30, on Thursday, 

November 21— a week early to avoid Thanksgiving holiday!  Lesson 3, God with us in Our 

Discouragement, is the third in God's Promise: I Am with You.  Primary scripture readings for this 

lesson are Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Joshua 1:1-9; Haggai 1:1-15, 2:1-9.  All women are welcome for 

Bible study and fellowship.  Circle will not meet in December. 

 

As of  

September 30, 2019 

    Sept.       YTD 

Receipts $ 19,336 $ 200,842 

Disbursements $ 22,303 $ 211,545 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($ 10,703) 

Cash Balance(checking/savings) $ 10,772* 

   *includes Capital Campaign funds &  

    prepaid pledges for 2019 @ $19,600 

Finance Report 

Sweet Music Saturday 
November 16  —  6:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Fellowship Hall 

Featuring Chelsea Feeney and David Roon 

Join us for an enjoyable evening of  
acoustic folk and Celtic music, along with dessert. 

Free-will donations welcome to support our Safe Church  
Project, improving community well-being and helping to  
make FPC a place of welcome and sanctuary for all. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daaad22aaf94-family16
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What is the Safe Church Project? 

Our church is a place of worship, renewal, sanctuary and celebration; a place to enrich 

personal faith journeys and further God’s kingdom.  We invite members of our community to 

come to this place for many purposes, and in particular, we are called to reach out and 

provide hospitality and welcome to those in pain and who may need assistance.  This 

essential mission may bring safety challenges.  We also want to be better prepared to assist 

people with health emergencies, and keep our children safe.  We seek to address safety 

issues that are commonly part of our daily activity, and  

yet maintain a welcoming church.   

Session appointed a Safe Church Project Team to  

investigate ways to improve our facility and our practices  

while continuing to honor our fundamental mission and  

continuing to be a welcoming place.  The team has  

completed an extensive review of our facility and  

practices with safety experts, potential service vendors,  

and our own staff to determine our highest priorities.   

Initial recommendations include: 

 improving door locks, lighting, and other entrance issues  

 adding safety devices such as defibrillators, first aid equipment, and signage 

 training a team of congregational members in specific care and safety practices  

 establishing communication protocols with neighborhood partners including Moscow 

High School, Moscow Police Department, and Latah County Sherriff’s Office 

We seek to keep our church open to our community and meet the spiritual needs of our 

congregants for many years to come.  To fulfill the need to ensure the well-being of all who 

enter our church, Session has established a special fund to address the priorities listed above.  

The estimated cost is $10,000-$12,000.  Donations may be made by check (payable to First 

Presbyterian Church with “safe church” in the memo line) or through online giving as 

described on Page 3 of this newsletter. 

If you would like more information about the Safe Church Project, or if you are interested 

in participating in first aid and safety training so that you may be prepared to assist in the 

event of a health-related issue, please contact one of the members of the Safe Church Project 

Team: Bruce Pitman, Mary Read, or Jacob Wells.  

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one this holiday season?  In recognition of the 

challenges you may be facing, you are invited to attend an inter-denominational 

Service of Remembrance  

Tuesday, December 3 rd at 7:00 p.m.  

Moscow First Presbyterian Church 

Hope and comfort will be offered through special music, scripture, prayer, 
remembering, and a time for fellowship and refreshments.  Stephen Ministers will 

be available for those who would like someone to talk to or pray with.   

For more information, call 208-882-4122. 
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Ames Elliandi (nee Fowler) is a current deacon and Lael Board member.  He attended FPC 

Moscow throughout his middle and high school years, returning after attending 4 years at Seattle 

University. He recently completed his Masters of Science and now is working on his PhD in 

hydrology at Washington State University’s Civil Engineering Department.  Water impacts our 

interactions, our structures, and how resources are used in the world. As an undergraduate Ames 

was involved in campus ministry.  An alternate service trip to West Virginia, 

where he witnessed firsthand negative environmental impacts in frontline 

communities, made a difference in his world view.  This experience led him 

to be an activist at Seattle U, urging divestiture from fossil fuel investments.   

Ames moved back to the Palouse for graduate school in order to become 

a farmer, to get a hands-on education on land stewardship and 

sustainability.  One lesson learned is farming is not sustainable on the 

human doing it (especially a full-time student); time and human energy are 

a precious commodity! His PhD research is looking at erosion hotspots in 

collaboration with a local conservation district. He values the one degree of 

separation from local producers. 

Ames and Delaney have been married for 2 years.  They created their joint last name, 

Elliandi, from maternal grandmothers’ last names.  Ames and Delaney plan to leave the Palouse 

after Ames completes his PhD so that Delaney may further her education.  Delaney is currently 

getting her Masters degree in history from WSU.  Ames thinks he would like to end up in, or 

perhaps as, a federal researcher and to work in local community development, perhaps even 

abroad.  In his “free” time Ames enjoys baking (and watching the Great British Baking Show) and 

listening to older singer/song writers.  His current favorite is John Prine.  His favorite scripture is 

1 Corinthians 3:13, “...the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, 

because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done.” 

Deacons’ Spotlight 

Wednesday Supper Fellowship  

We have two Wednesday Suppers in November before we take a winter break.  Bring family 

and friends, kids and grandparents, and come to Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m. for good conversation 

over a delicious home-style meal.  Suppers are free, but donations are welcome. 

November 6—Meatloaf (meat and vegetarian), scalloped potatoes, green salad, 

Texas sheet cake 

November 13—Stews and Soups, including vegetable beef stew, curried lentil 

soup (vegetarian & GF), and taco soup; green salad, bread, dessert 

Thank you to all our volunteers this fall.  We couldn’t serve up these weekly dinners without 

you!  And thank you to all who come to enjoy supper and fellowship.  Wednesday Suppers will 

resume in January. 

Please join your church family in the Annual JOYFUL JARS service 

project, taking place at the final 2019 Wednesday Supper fellowship, 

November 13th.  For many years our church family has assembled jars of 

dry soup mix, decorated with Christmas fabric and ribbons.  Typically, about 

50 jars are assembled and then taken to the local Food Bank to be distributed 

for the Holidays.  This is a wonderful project in which we encourage all ages to 

participate.  Thank you to Nadine Morton for coordinating this year’s project! 

Annual Joyful Jars Project 
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Our Youth Group is taking orders for fresh and fragrant 

wreaths, pictured here, to raise money for the Youth Summer 

Camp Fund.  Complete and return the order form below along 

with your check (payable to First Presbyterian Church, with 

“wreath” in the memo line) to the church office by November 12.  

Wreaths will be available for pick-up at the church the first week 

of December.  Thank you for supporting our youth! 

 

Wreath Order Form (Orders Due November 12) 

 Customer Name:   

 Phone:     E-mail:   

 

 Item  Quantity Total 

 24” Classic Wreath  ______@ $25 each $___________ 

 24” Classic Wreath, shipped  ______@ $50 each $___________ 

   TOTAL DUE $  

Shipping information for gift wreath: 

Ship to:   

Address    

City/State/Zip  

Message    

Support Our Youth Campership Fund! 

Poinsettias 

Would you like to help decorate the church and honor loved ones with 

beautiful poinsettias during Advent?  The plants will cost $10 each, and you 

are welcome to take yours home after Christmas.  Please return this form 

with your check (payable to First Presbyterian Church, designated 

"poinsettia") to the church office no later than November 24.   

 

Name     How Many   Amt. Paid    

Dedicated to/In Memory of (circle one)     

 _______  
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 High School Fall Retreat at Camp Spalding, Nov. 8-10.  There is still time to sign your 

youth up for fall camp!  They don’t need to be church members to come along and 

experience Jesus’ love in this transformative environment.  Contact Jeremiah for details. 

 “Foon Brew” Coffee is Now Available!  Look for it in the narthex.  1 pound of coffee for 

$12 suggested donation!  Call Jeremiah to arrange a standing order.  Proceeds will help 

supply pizza for High School students at our weekly FOON lunch. 

 Falling Leaves Got You Down?  See what I did there?  If you have leaves that need to 

be raked, the Youth Group has your back!  Again, donations are welcomed, but we would 

also just love to pitch in a helping hand.  

 Nursery Worker or Volunteers Needed:  We need at least one additional nursery 

worker this fall.  Please let me know if you, or anyone you know is interested in joining our 

team in a paid or volunteer capacity. 

 Family Outreach:  Monthly outreach events for families with young children (Pre-K-5th) 

are happening!  Why?  To introduce new families to our church through fun activities the 

entire family can enjoy together. 

On November 1st we have a Family Movie Night, 6-8 p.m.  Come with some excess 

candy and make care packages for UI students.  Movie and soup supper provided.  

December 13 is Children's DIY Gift Night, 6-8 p.m.  Parents, drop off your kids and 

enjoy a date or do some Christmas shopping!  Children will make 2-3 gifts for family or 

friends.  Ask about details for kids under 5.  RSVP by December 10 to 208-301-2069. 

December 21 is Parents’ Afternoon Off, 1-4 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist 

Church.  This is another chance to drop your children off to enjoy some play-time with 

friends while you finish your last minute shopping and gift wrapping.  RSVP by 

December 18 to 208-301-2069. 

We welcome volunteers of all ages to help with these events, especially those grandparent 

types!  Got questions?  Call Jeremiah 208-301-2069, or Liz Lincoln (510) 926-1864. 

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com   

FPC FELLOWSHIP HALL 

6:00-8:00 PM     Friday, Dec. 3 

Drop the kids.  Enjoy a date 

or last minute shopping! 

Kids will make 2-3 presents for family or 
friends.  Cookies and cocoa for all! 
    (Kids under 5—ask for details) 

RSVP by 12/10 

First Presbyterian Church of Moscow 

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
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November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

6p Family 
Movie 

Night 

2 

3 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  

TIME ENDS 

STEWARDSHIP 

9:15a Sun. School 

10:30a Worship 

(communion) 

11:45a Stewardship 

Celebration Lunch 

4p FNB Community 

Dinner 

4 

 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

5 

9a-3p Moscow  
Classical 

Conversations 

6p Stephen Min. 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

6 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Study  

5:30p Taizé  

6p Supper Fellowship 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

7 

6:30a Men’s Grp. at 

Shari’s 

12:30p FOON 

6p Eagle Scout BOR 

6:30p Praise Team 

7p Vital Community 
Conversation @ 

1912 Center 

8 9 

 

 

 
 

Noon—Boy Scout 

leaf raking 

10 

9:15a Sun. School 

10:30a Worship  

4p FNB Community 

Dinner 

11 

 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

12 CHRISTMAS 

WREATH ORDERS 
DUE 

 

9a-3p Moscow  
Classical 

Conversations 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

13 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Study  

5:30p Taizé  

6p Supper & Joyful 

Jars Project 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

14 

6:30a Men’s Grp. at 

Shari’s 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Lael Board 

6:30p Praise Team 

15 

 

 

 

 

6p Day School 
Thanksgiving 

Feast 

16 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Sweet  
Music Saturday 

Concert 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15a Sun. School 

10:30a Worship  

4p FNB Community 

Dinner 

18 

 

 

 

 

6p Strategic 

Planning Team 

7p Deacons 

7p Session 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

19 

 

 
9a-3p Moscow  

Classical 

Conversations 

3:30p Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

6p Stephen Min. 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

20 

 

 
10a Women’s Bible 

Project Study 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Study  

5:30p Taizé  

6:00p Youth Group 

(dinner provided) 

7p Choir 

21 

 

 

 

 

6:30a Men’s Grp. at 

Shari’s 

12:30p FOON 

1:30p Carol Renfrew 

Women’s Circle 

6:30p Praise Team 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

24 

9:15a Sun. School 

10:30a Worship  

4p FNB Community 

Dinner 

25 NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE  

      & 

POINSETTIA  

ORDERS DUE 

26 27 28 

 

29 30 

Office closed for Thanksgiving 

Senior High Retreat 

at Camp Spalding 

Clearwater Lodge 

Men’s   Retreat 

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK  



405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

Clearwater Lodge / Camp Spalding Conferences  
 

Men's Conference, November 15-17, 2019 

John Fischer returns to the Clearwater Lodge Men's Conference for another challenging, inspiring 

weekend as we explore what Christians think about the world and what the world thinks about 

Christians, discovering new models for Christians to make a difference in the marketplace and in 

our own backyards. John's career spans over forty years of distinctive ministry, first as a singer/

songwriter, recording artist and pioneer of Jesus Music, and currently as a best-selling author of 

15 books, including Confessions of a Caffeinated Christian (Tyndale). A popular speaker at 

conferences, retreats, churches and colleges, John also pastors a growing online community 

through The Catch: Connecting Life to Faith. 

 

Winter Renewal Conference, January 24-26, 2020 

Dr. Jim Edwards, our Winter Renewal Weekend speaker, is professor emeritus of theology at 

Whitworth University. Jim is a well-known biblical scholar and teacher, with a gift for making 

scripture come alive with fresh insights and real-life application. He is the author of several 

books, including his most recent, Between the Swastika & the Sickle: The life, disappearance, & 

execution of Ernst Lohmeyer (Eerdmans), as well as  Is Jesus the Only Savior? (Eerdmans), The 

Divine Intruder (NavPress), several acclaimed bible commentaries, and is a contributing editor 

for Christianity Today magazine. 

 

For more information or to register, visit the Clearwater Lodge website at http://

clearwaterlodge.org/upcoming-events-2/ 

First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by coffee fellowship 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

http://clearwaterlodge.org/upcoming-events-2/
http://clearwaterlodge.org/upcoming-events-2/

