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     As I write this newsletter article, I am in the rainy, 

green Blue Grass Valley in Virginia.  As we wait here in 

isolation for the birth of our first grandchild, I think 

about the continual changes that life brings.  Some of 

this seems normal: the sun sets each day bringing the 

darkness of night, and the sunrise brings the light of 

day.  Even daylight and darkness have their nuances, 

with phases of the moon and clouds affecting how much light one 

sees at night and during the day.  We have daily tasks and work 

that we generally do, though this may vary with day of the week or 

be changed by other higher priority activities.  Generally, we live 

with these changes day to day as a matter of course.   

Now, with the coming of a worldwide pandemic, the change is 

more jarring and the stakes much higher.  We continue to see the 

number of people that are or have been infected rise, and with it a 

rise in the number of deaths.  We are faced with many questions 

around this changing reality.  We debate the question of personal 

freedoms versus the community dangers these freedoms may 

exacerbate.  We must contemplate how to live with physical 

distancing and wonder about when it might be safe to resume a 

variety of tasks and activities.  We wonder about the tradeoff 

between public health and economic activity.  These changes are 

not easy to deal with and there is much we do not know.  The 

decisions around how we address this pandemic in our community 

and in our nation, indeed in the world, are life and death decisions.  

And with the risk borne by some groups more than others, the way 

forward is complicated.  Can we care for each other across these 

group boundaries?  Who decides what is most important?  

Where is God in this conversation?  I don’t hear much about 

God in the general press, and wonder how our faith fares.  I believe 

in a God that is with us and accompanies us through this valley of 

the shadow of death.  I hope in the grace and peace of God, which 

we only begin to know now, but one day will see in all its reality.  

God generally does not seem to intervene, but allows the 

consequences to play out.  I often want a God that fixes all of this 

in one fell swoop.  Rather, I find a God that accompanies and helps 

guide our decisions.  Jesus taught us to be the people of God 

through the way we live our lives, caring for one another, and 

paying attention to the least among us.  
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This crisis seems to highlight the differences in opportunity folks have.  We see how 

essential workers are expected to sacrifice for the rest of us.  We see the individual freedoms 

of essential workers are denied even as others protest for their right to gather as they wish.  

Some of this is economic, some seems to just be a matter of individual privilege.  We live in 

this strange time when how we live together as a community affects the least among us, or at 

least the most vulnerable.  We live in a time when how we live may be a matter of life and 

death, not only for ourselves but for these others. 

Jesus came, not to live his own life without regard to others; rather, Jesus came to give 

his life for others, for all of us.  We who follow Jesus recognize the grace and gift of God in life 

and love, and find we are called to emulate Jesus.  In following, we are called to see how we 

might give our lives for the work of God, and be the grace and love of God given so all may 

live.  We do this together as a community of faith that shares its gifts with others, our 

community, and as widely as we have opportunity to share.   

So in this time we have formed our Caring Angels Network which can offer help when any 

of us have need.  It is led by our deacons as they connect with their care groups and see how 

we can stay in touch, run errands, and serve one another in other ways.  From our own 

homes, we continue to worship the God who is present with us in our journey through life.  

We continue to look at how we can serve one another and shape our life together while being 

physically separated.  We are beginning to think about return to shared space – even social 

distanced space.  We will look at the practical ways we may live into this post COVID-19 

world, and continue to be followers of Christ and a community of faith. 

Grace and peace, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 

Virtual Worship 

May 2020  Page 2  

Our virtual worship has been, and continues to be, a work in progress.  We have moved to 
streaming worship via video on Facebook Live (First Presbyterian Church of Moscow) and 
YouTube (search for First Presbyterian Church of Moscow), which seem to give us the video 
quality we are looking for.  I continue to offer a few minutes live on Facebook before our 
Sunday services for everyone to say hi and to offer some announcements and reminders.  We 
will continue to improve our offerings.  I will be in Virginia and providing what I am able to 
provide from here.  I may have birds chirping in the background at times.   

As we move toward regathering, we will do so in stages.  The first stage 
will be gathering a few musicians in the sanctuary for live or semi-live 
worship.  This probably won’t happen until late May and even then, we will 
watch what is happening with the spread of the novel coronavirus.   

I would note that we now have a number of recorded Sunday worship 
services available on our YouTube channel, and you will find Taizé services 
there as well.  If you would like about a half an hour of time to meditate and 
hear some of the beautiful Taizé music Thomas has put together, these 
services are available to you at any time.   

I hope you will continue to walk with us through the unexpected time of 
social dislocation that requires us to learn these new skills and do our best to 
offer online worship services.  I believe we are blessed to be part of this 
community of faith and the ministry we do together.        ~ Norman 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
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Continuing Our Ministry in the Face of Coronavirus 

It has been seven weeks since we held our first virtual worship service in response to the 
COVID9 pandemic.  Idaho’s governor and our local officials have now outlined plans for a 
phased easing of restrictions.  Our Session considered the guidelines at its April meeting and 
decided that our church building, including the office, will remain closed to church activities at 
least through the end of May to maintain the health and safety of the congregation, staff, and 
FPC community.  Current safeguards still limit gatherings to no more than 10 people until 
later in May, and encourage those at-risk to continue to isolate.  In addition, because of the 
expanse of our building, it would be difficult to maintain satisfactory sanitization and cleaning 
at this time.   

 

Building Use Limited to Essential Operations 

We value each and every member of the FPC community, and 
appreciate the contributions each of you makes to our ministry.  
However, since we can’t guarantee a virus-free environment, we 
urge you to refrain from entering the building except to complete 
essential tasks.  If that is the case, please limit the number and 
duration of your visits, and please follow these guidelines: enter and 
exit through the front door, wear a mask, use hand sanitizer, and 
sanitize what you touch (countertops, door handles, restrooms, etc.) 
using one of the sanitizing wipes available near the front door.  
Confine your activities to the main floor (narthex) level, the office/
third floor level, and the basement classrooms, and only use the 
upstairs restrooms.  This will reduce our impact on others who enter the building. 

This is especially important because Food Not Bombs is continuing to provide weekly 
meals and groceries/clothing on a carry-out basis each week.  This essential service to those 
in need requires the help of volunteers from the community, who will be using Fellowship 
Hall/kitchen and the basement restrooms.  Also, the Moscow Day School will resume 
operations on May 11 for a reduced number of children.  They will confine their activities to 
their classrooms on the middle floor to minimize their impact on others, and we will need to 
be sure not to enter their wing of the building.   

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping everyone as safe as possible.  Session will 
reevaluate these guidelines as the end of May approaches. 

 

Worship and Ministry 

Although our building is closed, worship services and actions in the community are alive 
and well!  We will continue streaming our worship services at least through the end of May. 
We are grateful to Pastor Norman and staff for their creativity, energy, and faithfulness 
leading us in worship each week.  In addition to Sunday services, we are also streaming Taizé 
services at their regular time, 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, on Facebook Live.  You don’t need 
to sign in to access the service.  Jeremiah has also been posting children’s time on Facebook. 

The streaming link for worship, as well as transcripts of past sermons and YouTube videos 
of past services, can be found on our church website, http://fpcmoscow.org/.  Please contact 
the church office for assistance accessing materials.   

Some Bible studies, youth group, confirmation class, game nights, and other small groups 
are meeting online.  Contact your group leader for more information. 

Continued on Page 4... 
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Staying in Touch 

Church staff will continue to work remotely and welcome your emails, phone calls, or 
Zoom meetings.  Regular updates and announcements will be posted in the Friday email, 
church web site and Facebook pages.  Please email office@fpcmoscow.org or call 208-882-
4122 for any questions or needs you may have.  Kathy checks messages regularly and will 
respond as soon as possible.  For assistance with errands or other needs, you may also 
contact your deacon, or our Moderator of Deacons Susan Billin, at 208-310-1151.  Prayer 
requests may also be emailed to our prayer chain at FirstPresbyterian@turbonet.com, or call 
the church office.   

Our Deacons are doing a wonderful job of staying in touch with their care groups, 
checking in with everyone and keeping everyone informed.  Many of you are staying in 
touch with each other, making this time of isolation more tolerable by sharing Christ’s love 
with others in our church family and beyond.   

 

Caring for Our Neighbors 

For non-routine church matters, and to assist individuals who look to the church for help 
with food, transportation, and other needs, we have posted the following information on our 
doors redirecting them to community resources for assistance.  If you are aware of 
someone who needs help, please share this information. 

 

Moscow First Presbyterian Church has received two grants in support of Palouse COVID-
19 Mutual Aid and Food not Bombs of the Palouse, two of the groups listed above.  Each 
group will receive $2,000 to support their missions to alleviate food insecurity in our area.  
The grant to Palouse Mutual Aid is funded by both Presbytery and Whitworth Office of 
Church Engagement; the grant to Food Not Bombs is funded by Presbytery.   

 

Living in Hope 

We look forward to the day when we can all gather for worship in our sanctuary.  May 
God bring grace, mercy, and love to all, and healing and comfort for those who are sick or 
grieving. 

Community Resources for Assistance 
Community Action Partnership: 208-882-3535 

Food Not Bombs: 208-596-2674 

Moscow Food Bank:  208-882-4813 

Palouse Covid19 Mutual Aid: https://www.facebook.com/palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/ 

St. Vincent de Paul: 24 Hour Hotline, 208-883-3284 

Ministry   ...continued from Page 3 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

~ Romans 15.13 

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:FirstPresbyterian@turbonet.com
https://www.facebook.com/palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/
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KNOW ANY GRADUATING COLLEGE OR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS?  

We would like to recognize those who are graduating from college or high school.  If you know 
students connected with our church who will be earning a high school diploma or completing a 
college degree this spring, please contact Jeremiah or the church office by May 20. 

 

OUR DAILY BREAD  

Devotion booklets (regular print editions) for June through August have arrived.  If you would 
like to have one mailed to you, please contact the church office at 208-882-4122 (leave a 
message) or office@fpcmoscow.org 

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY IS READY 

Directories are available in two formats: a digital (PDF) file, or a 5.5 x 8.5 printed booklet size.  
Since the church is closed, we would be happy to mail a booklet to you, or send you the 
electronic version by email.  To put in your request, call 208-882-4122 (leave a message) or 
send an email to the church office at office@fpcmoscow.org. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, HELEN! 

Helen Brown received the 2020 Outstanding Leadership for the Obesity Prevention Nutrition 
Council award presented by the Association of State Public Health Nutritionists (ASPHN).  
This award recognizes Helen’s contribution to public health nutrition and obesity prevention 
and honors her for her positive approach to advancing the work of the Obesity Prevention 
Council and ASPHN overall.  Helen is a Health and Human Sciences Professor in the UI 
College of Education, and serves on the ASPHN Board of Directors and Governance Board.   

Thank you to all who have been so faithful in sending in pledges and offerings this past 

month.  Your gifts are appreciated and necessary to the continued work of our church.  Please 

use one of these avenues to give your pledges, special offerings, and other donations: 

• Give online using Tithe.ly, a secure online giving service, at https://tithe.ly/give?

c=982246.  Tithe.ly offers the choice of using credit, debit or direct bank transfers 

(ACH), will allow you to set up recurring giving if you wish, and will furnish giving 

reports.   

• Mail your contribution to First Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van Buren,  

Moscow, ID 83843 

 

As of March 31, 2020 
 
    March     YTD 
Receipts $ 16,732 $ 95,884 
Disbursements $ 29,430 $ 82,827 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $ 13,057 

Cash Balance (checking/savings)  $43,110* 
 
 *Includes prepaid pledges for 2020 at $2,602 

Finance Report 

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
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Ann, a lifelong Presbyterian, grew up in Roswell, New Mexico, and came to Moscow as a 
University of Idaho student in the 1980s.  At that time, she became acquainted with our church. 
After graduating, she worked in New Mexico as an interior designer.  That was followed by grad 
school in Texas and University of Oregon.   

     Ann came back to University of Idaho in 1993 to become the Director of 
the Interior Design program.  She was welcomed back into the church and 
into the handbell choir.  In April of 1994, she and Mark were united in 
marriage at this very church, with the handbells playing pieces for the 
ceremony.  They left in 1996 for Fargo, North Dakota.   

     After 22 years in the Midwest, we are so happy they chose our church, 
again, upon returning to Moscow almost 2 years ago.  Ann currently works 
at the University of Idaho in Architecture and Engineering Services, within 
Facilities. 

     Ann has been on numerous mission trips throughout her life to such 
places as Mexico, Nicaragua, Louisiana, and Alaska (with this church in 1996). Her most recent 
mission trip was with our church to Puerto Rico.  She has found mission trips instrumental in 
strengthening her faith journey.  

Ann and Mark have a daughter, Audrey, soon to graduate from Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minnesota, and a son Aaron attending University of Idaho.  (When we return to 
church, you may meet Aaron, who works in the nursery on Sunday mornings.)  Ann attends our 
women’s Bible study/prayer group that meets at the Campus Christian Center on Tuesdays at 
noon, and is rooting for the handbell choir to be resurrected again. 

Deacons’ Spotlight—Ann Girand Ulliman 

The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide effort to support young people and 
inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world, and 
also address the needs of at-risk children.  40% of the Pentecost offering will be retained by 
individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people within their 
own community.  The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young 
adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Learn more at https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/  Please designate “Pentecost Offering” on your 
check or online gift.  The offering will be dedicated on Pentecost, May 31. 

Pentecost Offering 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/


Two weeks ago we had a very different Family Promise host week.  With the COVID19 
safeguards in place, logistics have been unusual, but planned with care and compassion.  The 
Family Promise staff are utilizing smart and creative solutions to protect the health, safety, and 
wellbeing of all family members, volunteers, and staff.  Families spend their days caring for 
their children, working if they have an essential job, and advancing their individual goals to 
secure housing in the future.  The Family Promise staff and families are based out of the Day 
Center during business hours, and then the families are housed in a local hotel in the evenings. 

     Partnering with our friends from the LDS Quail Run congregation, 
our focus for the week included purchasing groceries to have on hand at 
the Day Center, and providing nutritious dinners.  I want to give a 
special "shout out" to Kathy Pitman, who coordinated special 
instructions for our cooks, made sure they had all of the information 
and supplies they needed, and delivered the home cooked meals to the 
Day Center. Our cooks had the extra challenge of packaging the meals 
into three separate delivery parcels to ensure safe, healthy dinners for 
all.  Thank you to Mary Robinson, Ellen Johansen, Susan Billin, Susan 
Roberts, and Mary Stormo for your extra efforts, and your ongoing 
support for Family Promise.  You are making a difference in providing 
food security for local families! 

Our next host week is in July, and we must wait and see what our situation will be.  In the 
meantime, Family Promise continues to faithfully serve homeless families. Please visit their web 
site at familypromisepalouse.org to donate funds, needed items or to volunteer.  You can read 
more about current activities and needs on their Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
familypromisepalouse/.  Thank you to the FPC Community for your faithful support and prayers 
for Family Promise of the Palouse! 
 

We Are All in This Together! 

Mary Read, FPC Family Promise Coordinator 

Thank You to Our Amazing Cooks! 
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The FPC Community is organizing a “Card Shower” to 
congratulate Norman and Helen on the upcoming birth of their first 
grandchild.  The expectant parents are their daughter and son-in-
law, Jessa and Chris.   

The baby, gender still unknown, is due in mid-May and we invite 
everyone to send a card or note to the Fowler/Brown home, 3293 
Foothill Road, Moscow, to “shower” them with a community-wide 
virtual hug and congratulations when they return home.  We can 
create the warmth of an “in-person” shower if you will also include a 
humorous (or serious) bit of grandparenting advice, or a blessing for 
their family as they welcome the next generation.  

If you would like to send a gift for the baby and parents, please 
email office@fpcmoscow.org for the registry address.  

Card Shower for Fowler/Brown Grandchild 

http://familypromisepalouse.org
https://www.facebook.com/familypromisepalouse/
https://www.facebook.com/familypromisepalouse/
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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