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I have to admit that when I read this passage and realized it was Father’s Day, I 
almost decided to switch and use something different.  And yet, I think that we must 
look more deeply at this passage and see what Jesus was trying to tell us.  After all, we 
know that not all families are good for those in those families.  I simply looked up 
“escaping from the mob” and you can find all these stories of people, who in that 
particular kind of family, were stuck. 

 
There’s a guy named Mario Manzini, who never wanted to be part of The Mob, but 

his father was.  He went through incredibly difficult times.  His father made him be part 
of things he had no desire to be part of.  He saw murders and worse.  There are stories 
of women who need to escape that family and they find that the only way to escape is 
through death. 

 
I just set up the far extreme of family.  We know that is not always the case.  I 

recognize that family works in subtle ways, as well.  We are socialized (as sociologists 
call it) to a great degree by our families, and what we see, and believe, and think, and 
how we see the world can be so shaped by them. 

 
I recognize that I am also shaped by my culture, and that as a father, I have 

probably passed on parts of my culture I wish I hadn’t.  It’s pretty clear that our society’s 
fabric has what we call racism, or white supremacy, or white privilege.  I am sure that 
there have been ways that I have passed elements of this on to my children though I 
had no desire to pass on this kind of legacy. 

 
Sometimes I think it behooves me as a father to make sure that my children are able 

to think for themselves, and that they don’t have to take everything I say as gospel.  I 
certainly wouldn’t expect anybody to take everything I say as gospel.  I see that when 
Jesus is addressing the nature of family, he’s not only addressing the extreme.  He is 
addressing some of the subtleties of my own family and fatherhood and parenting, and I 
need to reflect on that. 

 
He was also addressing the nature of family in his own time.  In antiquity, the family 

was central.  It defined the shape of one’s life.  To leave the family was a huge thing.  
So, what he was saying in inviting them to a different kind of family was a  radical 
departure from the status quo.  He was inviting them to know that they had another 
family.  The family of birth was not the only family.  We hope those families are 
wonderful, but we know they are not always that way.  Jesus is recognizing that, I 
believe.  He is recognizing that we also need another family, a family of faith. 

 
He begins that section with the phrase, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace 

to the earth.  I have come not to bring peace, but a sword.”  I want to spend a little time 



with that phrase because I think we can see it in contrast to what he says in other 
places.  He says to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives.” (John 14:27)  So, in some ways, he is bringing 
peace.  What’s the difference? 

 
There is a little preposition in there where he says, “I do not think I have come to 

bring peace to the earth.”  That little preposition, “to,” generally means “on” or “on the 
basis of.”  I think what he’s saying is, “I don’t bring you peace on the basis that the 
earth’s peace is brought to you.” (This is consistent then with John 14:7 where he says 
not as the world gives.)   

 
I think about the time in which Jesus was living.  They call it the Pax Romana, the 

Peace of Rome.  What kind of peace was that?  It was a peace of oppression.  A peace 
held in place by violence.  Certainly, in Palestine there was insurrection after 
insurrection.  It was not the kind of peace I think any of us would want.  So often it feels 
like peace is something that is enforced.  If it is enforced, if there is a violence to hold it 
in place, then is it really peace? 

 
I think what Jesus is saying is, “I don’t bring you the peace that is based on earth.  I 

don’t bring you the peace that’s based on the way you are socialized into your own 
society.  I don’t bring you the peace of your culture.  I bring you the peace of God.”   

 
It goes on to say, “I don’t bring peace, but a sword.”  The word “sword” used there is 

really the word for “dagger.”  Its symbolism is for a retribution or reckoning.  I think he is 
bringing a reckoning.  He is helping us see, helping us reckon with what we have 
inculcated simply by growing up in a particular culture.  He’s helping us to recognize 
that what he’s doing is rending the fabric of decency to show what’s beneath it, to show 
that we need something more than our culture, our society, our family.  We need the 
very love of God. 

 
He in fact does invite us to turn to the Father.  As this is Father’s Day, we can’t help 

but think of The Father, the Father in heaven, the good, good Father that invites us to 
recognize that we are known, that we are loved.  There is all that stuff in the beginning 
of this passage that suggests that our body and soul is in danger in this world and we 
need to find a different way.  Jesus is inviting us to that different way.  A way in which 
we let go of the earthly way to hear about a God that loves us, that knows us so well 
that he knows the hairs on our heads.  That Father will invite us into life.  Romans 6 
talks about dying to sin.  Sin is that way in which we go off on our own paths and miss 
the goals.  I think the real goal of life is to be alive.  What Jesus is inviting us to do is die 
to sin, to die with him, and to enter into the life he gives. 

 
In fact, as he concludes this passage, he says, “You must lose your life to find it.”  I 

have found through my life there are things I have had to let go of.  Let go of so that I 
could follow Jesus.  Let go of so that I might know what Jesus is talking about.  I’ve 
always struggled with the phrase, “You must pick up your cross and follow me.”  But I 
think what he’s suggesting there is that we have to take a way that our society may not 



approve of.  A way that our society might not understand.  We may have to sacrifice 
things that our society might think are important.  What I find is, so often that begins with 
letting go of my defensiveness.  Listening to what God is telling me rather than what I 
want God to do for me.  I must listen to how Jesus invites me to follow him.  He is 
inviting me to follow him by being part of his family and to celebrate the fatherhood of 
God.  It is then that we can celebrate fathers as those who try to be like God in that 
way—good fathers.  We can celebrate fathering and parenthood as we reflect the very 
love and grace of God, a God who calls us and loves us. 

 
As we think about this passage, we recognize not only the far end of things, how 

terrible some families can be, but also recognize there are subtleties.  There are ways in 
our own lives that we can hear God inviting us to tear away that veil and look at the 
nature of our own lives, to let go of defensiveness because we know that we stand not 
on our own, but on the very love and grace of God.  As we let God shape us, change 
us, we die to sin and become alive to God, with God, through Christ.  That’s the 
invitation of these verses.  Amen. 


