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As we join together again in worship and come to this time for the sermon, we come 
to another parable—another parable that is about the grain in a field.  It’s one of these 
agrarian parables that fits our surroundings here, where we have so much wheat 
growing around us.   

 
Last week we talked about how the seed fell on different kinds of soil.  We were 

reminded of how the world is a place we struggle with.  We have dead ends we can’t 
get past, brick walls in our lives, pressures and hostilities to our faith and to our lives.  
We have the anxieties of the world and the allure of deceitful wealth.  We thought last 
week about how we need places of good earth, good soil in which we can grow to be 
God’s people, and be those that produce that which sustains and invigorate life.   

 
In some ways, today’s parable is similar.  It is about a field.  Jesus says to compare 

the kingdom of God to this field.  I don’t know exactly what he means by that.  Perhaps 
it’s a context, a location, a time, a place, this field where we know God is sovereign.  
And yet we think about what happens in this field.  Jesus says the seed is sown.  As he 
tells his disciples, he is sowing that seed.  So, what is he sowing?  Is he sowing people?  
I don’t think that’s quite what he would say he was doing.  I don’t think he is sowing 
people, but he is sowing the Good News, sowing teachings, ideas, perspective, a way 
of life, a way of being, a relationship with God.  He’s sowing the seed into this field, this 
place.   

 
As we think about those fields where there is an opportunity for something to grow, 

we might think of our own community as a field, for example, where there’s an 
opportunity for something to grow.  The interesting thing is that he says it’s not only his 
seed that gets sown.  The devil, the slanderer, the one who twists things and makes 
other ways sound valuable and good also sows seed.  In some ways, this feels like the 
world I live in where there is a struggle to figure out what is the good seed and what is 
the weed seed. 

 
The problem is the particular weed that is identified here, and there is an actual 

name in the Greek.  It’s a darnel.  It used to be translated “tares.”  Now we translate it 
“weed.”  But it’s a particular kind of weed that looks a lot like wheat before the head 
comes on.  It’s when the heads start coming on that they know there are so many 
weeds in this field.   

 
Think about how hard it is to determine what is the good message versus a 

message that will turn out to make us a nuisance, to make us a weed.  In fact, what it 
feels like Jesus is doing is turning something on its head.  If you take a logical 
argument, a rational way to try to figure something out, there’s a fallacy called the ad 
hominem, which means you are saying because the messenger is not good in some 



way, then the message can be no good.   In logic, in reasoning, that’s a fallacy because 
it’s not about the messenger; it’s about the idea itself.  Today we struggle with that a lot.   

 
But Jesus is doing something a little different.  He’s saying we have these 

messages, and that when we become the messenger for particular ways of 
understanding the world those messages take root in our lives.  The ideas, the 
perspective, the teaching we accept, the way of life that we allow to be our way of life, 
the way we form our relationships with one another and with God –these are all part of 
what Jesus is talking about.  Maybe it is that as we imbibe, as we take in these 
messages, as we allow these messages to shape who we are, we begin to take on the 
very nature of the message itself.  That seems to be what Jesus is saying here. 

 
There is going to be a sorting, he suggests.  A sorting at the end of the age.  We 

don’t know for sure what he means by “the end of the age”.  We often think of the end of 
time.  We all have an end of our own time, so it could be the end of our own age, so to 
speak.  He said there’s going to be a sorting and the causes of sin, the causes of 
lawlessness are going to be thrown into the fire.  If we think about what he’s saying, 
he’s inviting us, I think, to try to begin to do that sorting before the end comes.  A sorting 
in our own lives.  Trying to figure out in our own community, our own context, what is 
the wheat and what is the tare, and what we are going to let grow in us.  What are we 
going to be?  What part of that growth pattern are we going to be? 

 
We know that there is a sorting that happens.  If we look at people’s lives, there are 

some pretty famous examples.  Look at the difference between the life of George 
Wallace on one side, pounding his fist for segregation and being a racist, versus Martin 
Luther King, Jr. who gives us a different vision, a different dream, a different way.  We 
can see there is a sorting we have done.  We have recognized that Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s way fits more with the good than George Wallace’s way.  We’ve seen how 
Mahatma Gandhi, confronting the colonial power of Britain, was able through goodness 
to show the oppression of colonialism.  Or we can see Hitler and the Nazis versus the 
Allied forces.  We can see there’s been a sorting done. 

 
Those are all really famous examples of how we have, across history, seen that 

sorting done, but I would suggest it’s done for each of us in a way.  At the end of one’s 
life, when we do a eulogy for someone, we look for what’s good in their life.  Take John 
Lewis, who just passed away recently.  One reason he is eulogized so much in the 
news is because of how much good he did, how he could reach across the aisle, how 
he could continue to preach non-violence and yet get beaten up, how he could be a 
beacon of light for equity over time, how he could show the very love of God in our 
midst.  So, he’s eulogized.  When the time comes for each of us to be eulogized, 
whoever is doing that will look for what we did that was good.  How much wheat are 
we? 

 
I don’t know exactly what it means to be sorted in the end, but it does seem that 

Jesus is talking about taking the causes of sin and the causes of lawlessness or evil 
and burning them up in the furnace of fire.  Sometimes I wonder whether, as I face that 



sorting, I will find those parts of myself that will be thrown into the fire and I will weep 
and gnash my teeth over how much of me there was to be thrown away.  I wonder if I 
can sort out my life in a way that I can be more wheat than weeds.  I feel deep in the 
weeds today and need to find and turn my life again to Jesus.  I need to open to the 
Spirit so that my life might become more wheat and less weeds.  I need to follow Jesus 
and allow my life to become that which sustains life, encourages life, gives life, just as 
Jesus has given us life, guides us in life, shows us the way through life.  Really, he’s 
inviting us to recognize that he’s giving us that seed that breaks the bondage of decay, 
as Paul said in Romans, and enables us to live according to the revealed word of God 
as children of God.  To live in that freedom.   

 
We live, perhaps, deep in the weeds, and yet the wheat is there.  God’s will is 

evident.  Jesus gives us those seeds that we can let grow in us, in our community, and 
in our world to become the very fruit that bears the sustaining and life-giving grace of 
God.   

 
So once again, Jesus gives us a parable full of challenge and grace.  May we find 

that he is giving us a way to break that bondage to decay and live as his children in the 
freedom of the revealed will of God.  Amen. 


