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I’m so glad that I can be with you again this morning.  I wish that we could be here 
together and that we could shake hands, and hug, and wish each other well.  We can 
still wish each other well.  We can speak across the phone lines and internet lines, and 
we can remember that we are a family of faith.  Yet we live in these unusual times.  I 
don’t know about you, but it’s hard for me to come without the physical distancing and 
other virus-related changes and concerns looming over our life together, our reading of 
scripture, our way of doing things right now. 

 
As I watch the news and hear of more and more cases of corona virus, and 

recognize that there are people who are dying from this disease, I wonder at what we 
can do and what is coming.  In doing so, I recognize that it’s not just listening to the 
news that is disturbing; it’s the fact that we have to be so isolated, that we are so distant 
from one another in this moment, and that we need to take these measures to try to 
keep each another healthy and safe from this spreading disease. 

 
People of faith have faced hardship.  In fact, if we think about the scriptures we read 

today, almost all of them have as background hardship in some way.  The reality of 
human life is that there is hardship.  In Ezekiel, we hear a people who feel so 
disoriented and so apart from one another it’s like they are dry bones.  We have this 
incredible vision of the hardship they feel and experience.  The Psalmist in the Call to 
Worship (Psalm 130) is crying out from the depths of his own worry and anxiety and 
troubles.  He’s coming to God from that place.  Even Jesus is coming to us in this 
particular Gospel passage from the place of facing the loss of a friend.  We recognize in 
these passages the hardships of human life and the grief that we bear.   

 
The interesting thing for me is that in the midst of these tough times, one way of 

responding is to cry out.  The Psalmist cries out to God out of the depths.  Jesus feels it.  
We always used to ask what the shortest verse in the Bible is.  It is “Jesus wept.”  As 
the passage goes on, it talks about how, as he goes to the tomb, he is greatly disturbed 
in his spirit.  As we confront the hardships of human life, as we live through this 
particular time of trouble, we can experience various feelings—the anxieties and the 
fears and the grief.  We can cry out to God.  We can feel the grief.  We don’t have to try 
to pretend it’s not there. 

 
As we think about the hardships of life, we recognize that not even some of the 

people closest to God were spared that hardship.  Ezekiel, one who grew up close to 
God and at the end of his life goes up to God in the chariot, still experienced this 
hardship.  Jesus, the very son of God, experiences the loss and grief.  So, God 
understands our experience, as well.  But it doesn’t stop there.  Each passage reminds 
us that God is with us, that God continues to be among us.  The Psalmist, as he cries 
out to God, goes on to say, “O people of God, O Israel, hope in the Lord, for with the 



Lord there is mercy.  With him is abundant redemption.  He shall redeem his people 
from all their iniquities.” 

 
Ezekiel shows us this dramatic image of bones gathering up and coming together, 

the bones being re-fleshed, and the breath of life reentering them.  He sees the hope 
that God is giving them.  Jesus, also, as he comes and encounters this particular death, 
invites us to recognize that God is the one who can give new life, and he does so with 
Lazarus.  This is a beginning point in helping us recognize a God that gives new life.  
He’s not giving a blanket calling forth of everyone who has died, but this particular 
instance is an example of God’s power to give new life, a life here or a life everlasting.  
This story comes before the resurrection of Jesus as a way of reminding us of God 
giving new life. 

 
In Romans, we hear Paul saying it’s so easy to be focused on all the struggles and 

all the difficulties of our lives, to be focused on all our needs and our physical existence, 
and yet if we open ourselves to the Spirit, remember that God is with us, enable God’s 
Spirit to work among us, we are given the Spirit that gives us life and peace. 

 
When I think about God giving us life and peace, we recognize that when Jesus calls 

forth Lazarus, he’s giving him new life.  We can go through the most difficult things in 
our lives, and still, God can bring new life to us again… and peace.  An interesting thing 
about the Lazarus story is that as Lazarus comes forth, Jesus tells people, “Go unbind 
him.  Take the graveclothes off of him.  Allow him to live again.”  It takes a community to 
do so.  So, he’s not only alive, he gets the peace.  The peace is us, the community, 
living together, supporting one another, encouraging one another, unbinding one 
another to live even in the midst of hardship.  Even in the midst of a pandemic, we live 
and are given the opportunity to live into peace, to be God’s people, and to know the 
hope that God has given us. 

 
So, there are three things I wanted to make sure to bring to you today.  First, 

hardships are real.  Scripture doesn’t suggest they are not.  They are real and 
sometimes we have to live through times of hardship and times of trouble.  Second, we 
can feel it and acknowledge it.  We can share our feelings.  We can bring those feelings 
to God.  We can cry out from the depths like the Psalmist.  Finally, we can trust that 
God is with us, God loves us, and God will get us through.  We can trust that there is 
new life—a life that we again will pick up and show.  And, there is an everlasting life that 
God gives us through grace, and a peace that we can live into as we begin to share, 
and encourage, and show each other the very love of God. 

 
I hope that we can open ourselves to the very grace and love of God and allow the 

Spirit to lead us into life and peace.  Indeed, may the peace of Christ be yours.  Amen. 


